Rapamycin (1) is a potent immunosuppressive and antiproliferative natural product isolated from the soil actinomycete Streptomyces hygroscopicus NRRL 5491.1)
The final steps in the biosynthesis of rapamycin involve oxidations at C15 and C32 by cytochromes P-450 and three methylations on oxygens at C7, C32, and C41.2) Many of the possible biosynthetic intermediates that lack full elaboration at these positions have been isolated and characterized.3)
In the course of evaluating rapamycin producers in our collection of actinomycetes, we encountered a new strain, (1 Table 1 ; 13C NMR (125MHz, d6-DMSO) see Table 1 .
FT-ICRMS analysis yielded the molecular formula C49H77NO12 for (2), which was consistent with the formal loss of two methyl groups and an oxygen with reference to rapamycin. Interpretation of the NMR spectra of rapamycins is complicated by the two conformational populations observed due to cis-/trans-isomerization of the amide bond;7) nonetheless, the assignments obtained for the major conformer are in agreement with previously reported literature values ( 
